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GRAIN SA SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

“We have to bring children into a new relationship with food that connects them to culture 

and agriculture.” Chef and Author Alice Waters 

 

"I learned that you can do many things in agriculture and farming. I can make clothes and 

produce food, like fruit and vegetables. I also learned that Agriculture is very important. Thank 

you Grain SA, you have taught me many things."  

Mohalali Itumeleng, a Grade 12 learner from Kgauho Secondary School 

 

 

FINANCIALS  

 

 

The global population is expected to increase to 9 billion by 2050 with the youth, aged 

between 15 – 24 years, making up at least 14% of this total. According to the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation, rural youth are the key to future food security. The dilemma we face 

is that around the world few young people see a future for themselves either in agriculture 

or in living in rural areas. It is a fact that most of the world’s food is produced by smallholder 

farmers who are ageing - and older farmers are less likely to adopt new technologies, which 

are necessary for sustainable farming in a changing world exacerbated by issues like growing 

populations and climate change.  

Schools Programme: AgriSeta & MT

1 October 2017 to 31 August 2018 

Description YTD 

ACTUAL

ANNUAL 

BUDGET

REMAINING 

BUDGET

MaizeTrust -      400 000 -     500 000 -      100 000 

Maize Trust: Schools programme present -      363 636 -     454 545 -        90 909 

Maize Trust: Schools programme management fee -        36 364 -       45 455 -          9 091 

Total Schools Programme income -      523 862 -     634 783 -      110 921 

Schools Programme expenses       

AgriSETA        123 863        134 783          10 920 

Schools programme: Agri Seta        123 863        134 783     10 920.40 

MaizeTrust        499 971        500 000                 29 

Schools programme present: Maize Trust        454 519        454 545                 26 

Schools programme management fee: Maize Trust          45 452          45 455                   3 

Total Schools Programme expenses        623 834        634 783          10 949 

      

TOTAL INCOME -      523 862 -     634 783 -      110 921 

TOTAL EXPENSES        623 834        634 783          10 949 

NET INCOME          99 972                 -   -        99 972 
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Howard Blight, founder of Agricolleges International says one of the major misconceptions 

that need to be addressed is that the youth STILL perceive agriculture to be an “old-

fashioned” industry. In reality access to technology, information and better communication 

together with improved equipment are changing the way we think and the way things are 

done. There is therefore an urgent need to engage youth in agriculture!  

 

Youth engagement can only happen if there are visionary policymakers who create 

opportunities for young people to be informed in a way that they see value and hope in the 

sector. Young people need to be able to see themselves as part of an agricultural evolution 

which will guide and sustain themselves and their communities into the future. 

 

Unless Africa uses modern technologies, our farmers’ output will remain low and we will 

remain dependent on others to feed us.” Akinwumi Adesina, 2017 World Food Prize Winner. 

 

PROJECT MOTIVATION 

As early as 2002, Grain SA’s Public Relations team identified the need to interact with learners 

in a way that would entice them into being more interested in agriculture. The driving 

motivation behind the Schools Program initiative was two-fold:  

1) We identified a need to educate future consumers about the complexities of the 

agricultural sector so they will become informed consumers; but also  

2) We became aware of the need to alert learners to potential careers in the sector.  

 

This vision has been refined over the years to the interactive program we run today. The 

Schools Programme is a result of a partnership between the Maize Trust and the AgriSETA. 

The current focus is on the Grade 9 and Grade 12 years where it is hoped the intervention 

may influence subject choices for their Grade 10 year and career choices during the Grade 12 

year.  

 

During the budget year under discussion a total of 361 visits, sponsored by the Maize Trust 

and AgriSETA, were made by trained Grain SA Farmer Development facilitators during the 1st
, 
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2nd and 3rd terms of 2018. The figures below show the number of learners in Grade 9 and in 

Grade 12 – the Grade 12’s are not part of the presentation (it is just interesting to note the 

fall our rate of learners during the last 3 years of school) The total number of Learner 

Encounters was as follows: 

 

No. of Learners Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Total no. of Learner Encounters 

Grade 9 20 911 23 914 13 860 58 685 

Grade 12 9334 12 482 8 492 30 308 

 

These school visits include a presentation by the 

facilitator with a supporting DVD. Question and 

Answer sessions follow. Feedback is collected 

from both the teaching personnel and learners. 

We are consistently encouraged by the 

overwhelmingly positive responses from the 

teaching staff who almost without fail report 

they would like more contact sessions and more material for their learners. These 

professionals believe the school visits are making a positive impact on the learners’ 

understanding of Agriculture as well as the importance of a healthy agricultural sector. For 

example:  

 

• Mr Kholokoane from Kgauho Secondary School commented, "Learners saw that through 

agriculture we need to do more to protect nature. This program is also very useful because 

learners started to realize career opportunities within farming. Also we would like to be 

visited again for Grade 12's." 

 

• Mr Dlamini of Macingwane High School said he felt the learners had learned that most 

food consumed comes from agriculture and were able to understand that there are 

number of careers to pursue in agriculture. He said they would appreciate it if learners 

could receive pamphlets with information they have seen from the video clips, also with 

names of careers to pursue in a particular field of production. 

 

Learners from Kgauho Secondary School watching a DVD 
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• Ms Zwane of Macingwane High School said, “Learners gained a lot of knowledge in 

agriculture. They were able to see that agriculture is important in ensuring food security. 

It also provides a number of job opportunities which learners can pursue from food to 

textile industries. We would love to see learners receiving more information in a form of 

pamphlets or soft copies, information on careers to pursue in every agricultural sector.” 

 

• Mrs Monosi, a teacher at Leseding TSS, wrote: I recommend that you visit our school 

regularly I order to assist our learners in future to have a broad spectrum of career 

choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM CONTENT 

The following DVD’s have been made and presented to the learners. There are so many good 

stories that still need to be told about agriculture. There is no denying the power of our digital 

presentations to captivate and inspire young people. We need more! 

The following DVD’s have links on our YouTube channel and can be accessed by anyone with 

access to the internet: 

 

• ‘Food. Fibre, Life’- Creating awareness of the wide range of products that are derived 

from agriculture 

This is also available on You Tube: https://youtu.be/TPT4GXsNIVM 

 

• Economics - What's in it for me? - Various economical concepts applicable to agriculture 

are explained. 

Available on:  https://youtu.be/GR4iOyc5Mvk 

 

https://youtu.be/TPT4GXsNIVM
https://youtu.be/GR4iOyc5Mvk
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• Meet your lifeline: More about wheat.  

We all love our daily bread.  There is nothing like a fresh loaf, warm from the oven. It all 

starts with a little grassy plant called wheat: Slowly, with a lot of loving help, growing, 

ripening and making its way to the silos, millers, bakeries and eventually as bread to the 

shops. 

This is also available on You Tube: https://youtu.be/NiKdIu571EM 

 

• Let’s Dig In - An Introduction to Farming - Farmers are business people. Information 

about the various agricultural production areas in South Africa and the wide range of 

products produced there. It also gives a broad overview of what farming entails. 

See:  https://youtu.be/yYRy3mSn1vA 

 

• Plant yourself into the Future: Information about the various career opportunities in the 

agricultural value chain. You can match your skills to a job where you produce, manage, 

market or sell. You can also do research and development or engineering, 

administration or get involved in the agricultural media or machinery. The choice is 

yours. 

Available on: https://youtu.be/hlfH3SY2K1s 

 

• Careers in Agriculture: More in-depth information on various types of careers that 

originate in or are associated with agriculture.   

Available on: https://youtu.be/2WVVP1St3hM 

 

LEARNER FEEDBACK 

From PT Sanders C/S near Trompsburg: 

• Lene Oerson said, “Grain SA learned us to take care of our land. The program we watched 

taught us what is really going on in agriculture and it made some of us now realize what 

we want to become in our adult lives. We learned that Agriculture is quite good and 

impressive. It is the reason why we are not struggling and it has always taken care of us." 

https://youtu.be/NiKdIu571EM
https://youtu.be/yYRy3mSn1vA
https://youtu.be/hlfH3SY2K1s
https://youtu.be/2WVVP1St3hM
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• Henrik Jonas observed, "I have learned a lot of things about farming and it is all nice things 

to learn that we didn't know about. Grain SA is a great program because it teaches us 

about farming." 

 

From Macingwane High School near Tugela Ferry: 

• Nokwanda Sithole wrote: I have learnt more about agriculture. Now I know that what kind 

of fabric made my shirt, tie, skirt and shoes and socks and I also know what kind of plants 

and animals made the food I eat every day. And now I know some words I have never 

heard before like nomadic life - are the people who didn't have homes and they didn't live 

in one place and they were the hunters they eat meat from the animals and fruit from 

trees. Ancestors are our forefathers who lived in the past. I learnt about different oils that 

come from plants like canola oil and sunflower oil. 

 

• Tshabalala Nokulunga:    

Yes, the visit was a great value to me because I've learnt more things about agriculture. 

Learnt about food from which are grains and cereal, learn about tuberous plant, 

vegetables, fruits, nuts, beverages, cotton, fibre. Learn about cotton fibre that is grew on 

the field by farmers, food from animals like cow which produce meat - beef, milk. Pigs 

produce pork meat and also sausages. The clothes that made by fibres which is cotton like 

shirts, skirts, T-shirts and so on. Sheep produce wool which makes jersey, hats scarfs, 

gloves and socks.  

• Lebohang Masheane  wrote: Agriculture teaches us more about the careers. I learned that 

animals are treated so good so that they can produce better. I learned that the animals 

have doctors that treat them when they have diseases. 

• Platyi Kekeletso said: The visit of today was very helpful. I learned so many things about 

Agriculture and you have inspired me a lot today. I learned what plant pathologists do and 

also a lot about poultry and other livestock. I wish to have a career as a food technologist 

and it would make my wish come true. I learned so much today. Thank you. 
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SCHOOLS VISITED DURING THE PERIOD OF REPORTING 

 

Eastern Cape Province 

The following schools were visited in the Eastern Cape during this past budget year: 

School Name Nearest Town 

Chebenca Primary School Maclear 

Umthawelanga  Senior Secondary School Maclear 

Sinolwazi Mthatha 

Bambanani Junior Secondary School Mthatha 

Mabetshe Junior Secondary School Ngqeleni 

Ngqeleni Village Junior Secondary School Ngqeleni 

Masikhuthale Public Senior School Elliot 

Sibabale Senior Secondary School Ugie 

L. Jentile Senior Secondary School Cala 

R.V. Manelisi Junior Secondary School Lady Frere 

Tambekile C.H.S Lady Frere 

Kuyasa Tsomo 

Upper Qutsa Cofimvaba 

Mthingwevu Senior Secondary School Cofimvaba 

Mpunga Junior Secondary School Cofimvaba 

Pakamani Senior Secondary School Ngcobo 

Manzana Ngcobo 

Thornville Junior Secondary School Dutywa 

Mhlabeni Junior Secondary School Dutywa 

Nondwe Secondary School Willowvale 

Xolilizwe Senior Secondary School Willowvale 

Langalethu Junior Secondary School Butterworth 

Lengeni F.S.S Butterworth 

 

Free State province 

The following schools in the Free State province were visited during this year:  

Albert Maroka SS Thaba ‘Nchu 

Aramela Combined School Boshof  

Bainsvlei Combined School Bloemfontein  

Bethlehem Comprehensive Bethlehem 

Bloemfontein High School Bloemfontein  

Bloemfontein South High School Bloemfontein  

Boitsebelo Secondary School Phuthaditjhaba 

Boshof Combined School Boshof  

Brebner High School Bloemfontein  

Clarens Combined  School Clarens 

Clubview Secondary School Phuthaditjhaba 
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Diqhobong Intermediate School Phuthaditjhaba 

Dr R Cingo Comprehensive School Kroonstad 

Ebenheizer Secondary School Wepener 

Excelsior Combined  School Excelsior 

Ikaelelo Secondary School Bloemfontein  

Ipokelleng Secondary School Fouriesburg  

Ipopeng Secondary School Winburg 

Kaelang Secondary School Bloemfontein  

Kagisho Secondary School Bloemfontein  

Kananelo Secondary School Kroonstad 

Kgauho Secondary School Botshabelo  

Kgololosego Secondary School Dealesville 

Kgorathuto Secondary School Botshabelo  

Kgotso Uxolo Secondary School Reitz 

Lefikeng Secondary School Botshabelo  

Lekhulong Secondary School Bloemfontein  

Lenyora La Thuto Combined School Botshabelo  

Leratswana Secondary School Arlington 

Lere La Thuto Secondary School Zastron 

Lereng Secondary School Ladybrand  

Leseding Technical Secondary School Welkom  

Letsete Secondary School Welkom  

Libertas Combined School Senekal 

Lindley High School Lindley 

LK Ntlabathi Secondary School Bethlehem 

Louw Wepener Combined School Wepener 

Makwane Combined School Phuthaditjhaba 

Mamello Secondary School Virginia  

Mampoi Combined School Phuthaditjhaba 

Mantshatlala Combined School Phuthaditjhaba 

Marallaneng Secondary School Ficksburg  

Marematlou Secondary School Virginia  

Maroka Secondary School Thaba’Nchu 

Mohaladitwe Secondary School Phuthaditjhaba 

Naledi Intermediate School Rouxville 

Naledi Ya Botjabela Secondary School Winburg 

Nkarabeng Secondary School Kestell 

Ntediseng Secondary School Botshabelo  

Ntemoseng Secondary School Botshabelo  

Ntjhafaditswe Intermediate School Steynsrus 

Ntumediseng Secondary School Botshabelo  

Paul Roux Intermediate School Paul Roux 

Phehello Secondary School Odendaalsrus  

Phephetso Secondary School Kroonstad 

Popano Secondary School Botshabelo  

PT Sanders Combined School Trompsburg  
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Rantsane Secondary School Phuthaditjhaba 

Reamohetse Secondary School Botshabelo  

Reatile Primary School Reitz 

Refihletsi Secondary School Verkeerdevlei 

Re-ultwahetse Secondary School Excelsior 

Riebeeckstad High School Welkom  

Samuel Johnson Secondary School Zastron 

Sand du Plessis High School Bloemfontein  

Seemahale Secondary School Botshabelo  

Sehlabeng Secondary School Ladybrand  

Senakwangedi Secondary School Botshabelo  

Senzile Combined School Hertzogville  

Seotlong Agricultural and Hotel School Phuthaditjhaba 

Seqhobong Secondary School Odendaalsrus  

Setjhaba Se Maketse Combined School Botshabelo  

Setjhaba Se Maketse Secondary School Botshabelo  

Sterkspruit Christian School Sterkspruit 

Steynsrus High School Steynsrus 

Taung Secondary School Rosendal 

Thabo Thokoza Secondary School Bethlehem 

Thabo Vuyo Secondary School Rouxville 

Thapelong Secondary School Van Stadensrus 

Tharollo Combined School Phuthaditjhaba 

Thato Secondary School Botshabelo  

Thiboloha Special School Phuthaditjhaba 

Tlotlisong Secondary School Ficksburg  

Trompsburg High School Trompsburg  

Tshepano Intermediate School Fouriesburg  

Tsoseletso High School Bloemfontein  

Tswelang Pele Senior Phase Phuthaditjhaba 

Tutuboloha Intermediate Senekal 

Virginia High School Virginia  

Vulamasango Secondary School Bloemfontein  

Winburg High School Winburg 

 

KwaZulu Natal province 

There were 28 school visits in this province. The following school visits were made to various 

KZN centres of learning were sponsored by the Maize Trust during 2018: 

School name nearest town 

Dwaleni High School Pongola 

Dwaleni High School Pongola 

Ebusi Combined School Wasbank 

Ebusi Combined School Wasbank 

Enhlangwini Combined Primary School Vryheid 
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Enqabeni Combined School Vryheid 

Enyathi Combined  Vryheid 

Khanyisa High School Vryheid 

Latha Combined Primary School  Greytown 

Macingwane High School Tugela Ferry 

Makhankana Combined Primary School Pomeroy 

Mthonjeni Combined  Primary School Paulpietersburg 

Nhlakanipho Combined Primary School Paulpietersburg 

Ophongolo High School Pongola 

Sampofu Combined Primary School Pomeroy 

Wesselnek Combined School Wasbank 

 

Mpumalanga 

These schools each received visits from a Grain Facilitator during the first, second and third 

school terms: 

Bonginhlanhla Secondary School Nelspruit 

Bushbuckridge Secondary School Bushbuckridge 

Buyani Primary School Malelane 

Emjindini Senior Secondary School Barberton 

Imemeza Secondary School Waterval Boven 

Inkomanzi High School Nkomatipoort 

Jerusalem High School White River 

Ligugu High School Dundonald 

Louieville Combined School Barberton 

Mbalenhle Secondary School Ermelo 

Mthombo High School Nelspruit 

Ndindane Combined School Nkomatipoort 

S.W Nhlapho High School Dundonald 

Sakhile Secondary School White River 

Sidungeni High School Nelspruit 

Sikhulile Secondary School Machadodorp 

Sitintile Secondary School Nelspruit 

Suikerland Secondary School Malelane 

SW Nhlapho Secondary School Ermelo 

Tikhontele Secondary School Nelspruit 

Tinhlonhla Secondary School Malelane 
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CLOSING COMMENTS 

The critical lesson that we need to learn as decision makers, investors, educators, farmers, 

policy makers, risk assessment planners – in fact,  all stakeholders who serve development 

agriculture, is this →  

Farming is no longer a career option only for unskilled, uneducated and poorly equipped 

farmers. 

 

It is time!  

It is time to recognise that farmers are skilled operators and business executives who wear 

many hats: CEO, Chief Financial Officer, HR Manager and agricultural expert. Not enough 

young people in South Africa are seeing the agricultural sector as one of opportunity and this 

has to change!  

 

We have this opportunity and we need to continue to showcase the advancements in 

agriculture through this program. If we intentionally develop the knowledge, skills and talent 

of our youth we further the cause of household food security, improved household income 

and better nutrition for every member of the farming family and beyond. 


