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GRAIN SA

‘SCHOOLS PROGRAMME’

INTERIM REPORT TO THE MAIZE TRUST

1 OCTOBER 2016 TO 31 AUGUST2017

PRESENTED IN SEPTEMBER 2017



INTRODUCTION

The schools programme only commences during February of each year as the schools need to get the new
year organized and all the children placed which usually takes the last two weeks of January. The visits for
the first quarter will take place in February and March of 2017

Schools Programme Summary
BUDGET USED TILL 31 | REMAINING
JULY 2017
B Presentation at schools R 662 112 R 609 331 R 52 781




PRESENTATIONS AT THE SCHOOLS

PROJECT NUMBER
Project BS

PROJECT TITLE
School presentations

TRUST DEED OBJECTIVES
Market access in respect of the South African Maize industry

REASONS WHY IT IS DEEMED THAT THE PROJECT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE ABOVE OBJECTIVE.

It is essential that we encourage children to be aware of the value of agriculture as a source of food and fibre, an major
role player in the economy, as an employer, and as a career choice. More than half the population in Africa is under 20
years of age. Children are current consumers, consumers of the future, and the next generation of workers, and the
sooner we can make them aware of the value of agriculture in general, and the maize industry in particular, the sooner
we can hope to have them understand the importance thereof.

MAIN AIM OF THE PROJECT.

One hundred and sixty schools will be selected from towns in the North West, Free State, Gauteng, Eastern Cape,
Limpopo, KZN and Mpumalanga. We will identify suitable persons who can take the presentations to the Grade 9s of
the various schools. They will be visited each quarter for the first three quarters of 2017.

PROJECT DURATION
1 October 2016 to 30 September 2017

SECTORS IN THE MAIZE INDUSTRY THAT COULD OR SHOULD BENEFIT FROM THE PROJECT
Indirectly, all sectors — producers, consumers and related industries.

NAMES OF OTHER CONTRIBUTORS TO THE PROJECT AND THE EXTENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS
e Maize Trust
o AgriSETA (exact amount not approved yet)

SUMMARY OF THE TOTAL BUDGET RELATING TO THE PROJECT.
Total budget: R 662 112

Budget used to 31 July 2017: R 609 331

Budget remaining: R 52 781

DETAILS OF SIMILAR PROJECTS THAT WERE FUNDED BY OTHER ENTITIES BEFORE.
N/A

PROJECT OBJECTIVES
1. To identify suitable personnel (trainers) to do the presentations in the various regions. (The regions will be the 8
regions serviced by the personnel in the Farmer Development Programme.)
2. |dentify the schools who wish to take part in the programme.
3. Visit the schools once a quarter for each of the first three quarters and do a presentation followed by a
discussion to the Grade 9 learners. (Food, Fibre and Life; Agriculture — Dig in - What is it all about; The
Economy — what'’s in it for me?; Our daily bread; Careers with Plants and Careers with Animals).



ACTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN AND THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE WITH REGARD TO THE PROJECT
The following facilitators were engaged to do the presentation of the DVD’s at the school: Gerald Barnes, Kalie
Barnes, SB Jacobs, Ntokosa Khoza, Monica Matamba, Sifiso Mnikathi, Julius Motsoeneng, Merietjie Purchase,
Amanda Thomas, Fezile Thwala, Gerrie van der Westhuizen and Andre Wessels.

The facilitators make the arrangements with the schools for the presentation and then they present the DVD and
hold a discussion with the learners.
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THE RESULTS THAT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED
Comments from the learners:

It was really of value because | learned that agriculture involves many careers like science, fashion design and so
forth.

More valuable to learners due to the fact that they learn more about Agric.

| thought agriculture had no money interns of wages and salaries. Because everyone wants to live a satisfying life in
the future.

Learning more about the importance of a farmer. Engineering the future, fresh markets, BSC degree, Bio technology.
It taught us more about different careers. It also showed me that agriculture has many things | didn't know.
Nomvula Mnguni It taught me about agriculture. It also showed us fifferent careers in Agriculture.

Lebohang Dladia - "Exciting and interesting to the learners. Integration of Technology and EMS.

Excellent presentation. Learners will be able to have a whole variety of career and subject choices." Ms Memani.
"Yes, because I've learned that there are many job opportunities in agriculture. Also that agriculture is not about
planting only but it also deals with the animals. The clothes that we wear are made from the animals because the
wool comes from sheep and goats. Job opportunities like being a scientist are found in agriculture whether you

become a dairy scientist or whatever you choose." Sebabatso Tsoake.

"I have learned how we produce materials we daily use and about the importance of agriculture. Thank you, | have
enjoyed it." Makara Karabo.

"Yes, because | thought that Agriculture was just planting, staying in the sun and waiting for the plants to bloom and
water them, but now | know which opportunities come when you study Agriculture. | would like to thank Grain SA
for teaching us about careers in agriculture."Anele Matya.

"I learned a lot about Agricultural Sector and how it is an opportunity to help people to get food and agric is where
you get the knowledge about farming and how to produce food. Thank you Grain SA for giving me an idea of what
subjects | should take and telling us about all the careers." Nhlafi Mpho.

| know now that there are many different careers in agriculture and the visit was of more value to me.

| have learned many things about different careers.

"I have learned that there are many opportunities in Agriculture and that you can be a veterinarian or even a fashion
designer. | have learned a lot from you this year about agriculture and | have noticed that many South Africans have

no jobs and to me it seems that Agriculture is an open door." Katleho, Chaka and Maryake.

"My career is not on the tape as my career of choice is law but I'm now considering becoming an animal scientist. |
thank you for inspiring us to make the right choices." Pales Nkhotho.

"I learned a lot about careers in agriculture and that one can be a dairy scientist, poultry scientist, a vet and that
even a fashion designer can get their fabrics from animal skin eg snake and sheep." Stona Palesa.

"I have learned that we have a lot of opportunities after completing school. | also learned about food engineering
and | want to do it someday. | now understand about agriculture and realise it has a lot of changes and challenges.
“Boniwe Njobane.



It taught me about discipline and respect. It showed me how the economy is suffering and to fix it, | have to work
hard and improve my marks.

| am very grateful to get someone who would tell us more about our careers in grade 9. | am a person interested in
helping our diversity and | have always had dreams to do something a big change in South Africa.

I am thankful for Grain SA, you really make an enormous difference.

| enjoyed the video because before then | did not know what career choice | have to choose, but now | know what to
do.

| learned a lot from the GrainSA videos and now | know different careers regarding agriculture.

“l have learned more about economic management and about demand and supply. We have learned how the
farmers produce to satisfy our needs and wants. Thank you for the information." Rethabile Mtoto.

“The visit was very good and we learned more about economic management science and agriculture. | want to thank
you for the visit." Leshoro Lerato.

Yes, because we learn about more things. First was soil management. It is a nice thing as my young age to know to
produce things. Like farming are things that we must know in life and even know that from today we have different
types of tax.

"It was the same work we did the past weeks" Siphiwe Sethale

"I learned how taxes work" Bilihani Tjinga

Was an unbelievable experience. It taught me more about our country's economics and financial status. It also made
me realise how important the economics of SA is.

The visit was valuable to me | learned a lot.
"The video was good for me thank you" Pasela Pabi
"I learn things | don't know About" Mapitso Mohau

"Yes, because | have learned about many things like production, needs and wants and the economy. So | would like
you to visit us again, so that | can learn more." Mpho, Olga and Tseki.

"I learned a lot about Economics, where we talked about needs and wants. In the production-video Gross Domestic
product was explained and we learned about supply and demand, the South African reserve Bank, all the taxes and
exports and imports. Thank you very much." Koei Lomile.

Sitole Dipuo: Yes, | learnt more about things that | did not know in life.

Jennifer Mfumadi: | learnt about food and which career to choose in life. Agriculture is perfect subject because it teach us
about healthy food that we must eat..

Precious Rapholo: The visit taught me about Agriculture. | am very pleased about the visit.
Prudence Meretse: | learned that Agriculture is much more important then we thought.
Prince Mongaho: Yes, we know more about Agriculture about farming, seeding, wheat and many more.

Bophelo Ramphele: Yes, the importance of agriculture and how it takes more part of our daily life.



Carol Molope: Yes, the visit helped me to see that Agriculture is very important.

Motana Mashakane: Yes, because we learn a lot to choose subjects us for guide us to choose subject right. And on
this visit i have learnt a lot about production, soil and how to calculate it.

Jessica Ntlatlana: Yes, the visit made me realise that if all children choose to do other careers and forget about
agriculture the country would suffer due to people who do not produce food. | should choose my subjects rationally
but wisely.

Mahlogonolo Moloto: Yes,| learned how to choose a career and how to make food.

Setati Thapedi: The presentation was very interesting and the trainer made sure that we all understand the
presentation.

Refilwe Nyoni: | learnt careers related to Agricultural Sciences. | didn't know a lot about agricultural science but gain
more knowledge.

Raphasha Lerato:Yes it was important to me, I've learned where different kinds so foods com from and what the
clothes we wear. Example: Cloths are made from

Ramimphi Tshihiwa: Yes, We learnt so many things from this visit. Now we know that if it wasn't for agriculture, life
wouldn't be good at all. Agriculture plays a big role in our daily needs.

| learned from presentation and it made me think about food | eat daily. | also learned about food production and
how technology help us to produce things easily. Julia Mofokeng

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED WITH THE PROJECT

It would seem that the schools are struggling to meet all their requirements with regard to administration. They are
also experiencing challenges with teachers going to continuous training sessions. This puts the schools under
pressure to be able to complete the syllabus in the time available. They are sometimes reluctant to allow the
learners to attend the presentation.

There are some schools where there are boycotts and riots — this causes appointments to be cancelled. This also
applies to transport challenges — when there are bus boycotts then the learners cannot get to schools. Over the past
year, there have been service delivery protests in many areas and these create instability and uncertainty.

MILESTONES THAT HAVE NOT BEEN ACHIEVED AND THE REASONS FOR THAT.

The schools have been reached. However, due to the challenges outlined above, from next year we plan to deliver
the DVD’s to the schools and appeal to the teachers to show the learners. This will enable to teachers to fit the
viewing in with their plans and timetables. This will also reduce the costs of the programme as the facilitator will only
work for a few days doing the deliveries. In the future, this could be reduced further by posting the material to the
schools.

AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ADEQUACY OF THE FUNDING TO COMPLETE THE EXECUTION OF THE PROJECT

The need to expose children to agriculture remains great. It would be wonderful if the Department of Education took
on their full responsibility in this regard. After all, agriculture feeds us, contributes vastly to the economy of the
country and the rural areas, and is a huge creator of employment opportunities.

THE ESTIMATED DURATION OF THE PROJECT UNTIL COMPLETION
This is the last year that this programme will be presented in this format.









