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corn genome is within our grasp. Pioneer/DuPont have more than 250,000 expressed DNA sequences of
corn; Monsanto has a similar number. The race to understand and own large chunks of the corn genome is
well underway. Efforts are focusing on gene expression and function. He also suggested that because of
rapid advancement in electronic data management, product development cycle time has been significantly
reduced. He foresees that before very long, the U.S. corn belt will:

» grow faster in the spring to provide more canopy by June 21 when the most sunlight of highest quality
occurs resulting in more photosynthesis;

» flower earlier in the season, as better adaptation to longer days is attained;

* perform better over a greater north-south distance resulting in fewer maturity zones;

* suffer less from late planting;

* be more drought tolerant, and have a longer filling period and better disease tolerance;

* tolerate cooler nights in the fall and even light frosts; and

* use more of the growing season at a given latitude.

In general, corn will be better adapted and consistently higher yielding...genetic traits that certainly sound
very attractive for Ontario corn producers of the near future.
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