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Trade balance

The most important countries from which South Africa imported maize during the past
three years were the United States, Argentina and Kenya.
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Imports and exports of maize ang maize products

Farmers ang farmworkers

Maize is Produced by approximately 9 00g commercial farmers who provide direct
employment for an estimated workforce of 128 000,
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Trade balance

Prior to May 1997 the Maize Board administered varioys arrangements relating to the

marketing of maize, These marketing functions were funded by means of statutory levies.

The single-channel fixed-price system for maize on the local market was repealed at the
end of April 1995, after which the marketing of maize became free. With regard to
international marketing, single-channel export pools were operated by the Maize Board
until April 1997,

On 30 April 1997, the Maize Boarg's functions were terminated. Al its assets were
transferred to the Maize Trust to be used to the benefit of the entire maize industry. No
statutory levies are applicable since May 1997. Producers are also In a positions to make
their own marketing arrangements. Producers negotiate prices according to market
forces, spot, contract or futures prices. With regard to exports, phytosanitary requirements
and quality standards Must be adhered to and g Perishable Products Export Controf
Board {PPECB) certificate must be obtained. A tariff Currently amounting to R31,501t is
applicable to imports.

The function of providing information on maize is currently performed by the South
African Grain Information Service {SAGIS).

Research is financad with income from the Maize Trust and js undertaken by the ARC,
CSIR and other research organisations,

Organisations

* The National Maize Producers' Organisation (NAMPC} is the representative body
for farmers, which Promotes their interests at all levels

® The Technical Advisory Forum represents all directly affecteq groups in the
Marketing of maize ang maize products

* The Board of Trustees of the Maize Tryst ensures that the income derived from the
assets in the Trust is utilised according to the objective of the Deed of Trust byt to
the benefit of the entire industry

* SAGIS administers the information function.

Contact addresses
National Department of Agricuiture

Directorate Economics and Policy Analysis
Private Bag X418, Pretoria 0001

Tel (012) 319 6537

Fax (012) 326 3517

E-mail: dae@nda.agric.za

Directorate Statistica Information
Private Bag X248, Pretoria 0001
Tel (012) 319 6535

Fax (012) 315 6267

E-mail: dasi@nda.agric.za

Nationat A gricultural Marketing Councij
Private Bag X935, Pretoria 0001
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Tel (012) 325 2150
Fax (012) 325 2157

NAMPO

P O Box 88, Bothaville 9660
Tel (0565) 2145/6/7

Fax (0565) 3613

E-mail: nampo@yebo.co.za

SAGIS

P O Box 668, Pretoria 0001
Tel (012) 325 2133

Fax (012) 321 7864

E-mail: sagis@iafrica.com
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